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Thanksgiving Day has past, Christmas and the New Year beckon after total thyroidectomy (pp. 46–51) from Columbia will be useful
as I write my usual editorial. It is a time to reﬂect as well as look
forward. It has not been a very happy year; maybe not an annus hor-
ribilis, but not far off. The massive earthquake in Haiti followed later
in the year by ﬂooding and a cholera epidemic. Another earthquake
in Chile, but also the magniﬁcent rescue of 33 miners trapped 700m
down for 69 days in that same country. Suicide bombings and ﬂoods
in Pakistan, continued killings in Iraq and a festering war in
Afghanistan. A South Korean naval ship was sunk killing 46 sailors
and President Lech Kaczinski, President of Poland, was amongst 96
people killedwhen their airplane crashed inwestern Russia. Another
earthquake, this time in Qinghai, China, killed 2000þ people, whilst
a volcano in Iceland spewed out ash disrupting air travel across
north-west Europe for days. In the same month, an oil platform in
the Gulf of Mexico exploded killing 11 and damaging the waters
and the US coastline. In May an Air India Express ﬂight overshot
the runway in Mangalore killing 158, but amazingly 8 young people
survived. Landslides killed at least 100 people in Mexico and
a tsunamiwiped out over 400 in Indonesiawithmanymoremissing.
InNovember a plane crashed in Cubawith all 69 passengers on board
losing their lives whilst hurricane Tomas devastated St. Lucia and St.
Vincent whilst also causing widespread damage here in Barbados.
However, Aung San Suu Kyi was released having spent 15 out of
the last 21 years under house arrest – a great blow for freedom. On
the reverse side Israel completed its West Bank barrier, bombings
continue in Iraq and the festering war in Afghanistan continues. On
top of all this devastation, the economic picture is still gloomy with
Greece’s economy failing and Ireland’s in a parlous state. Portugal
and other European countries teeter on the edge of collapse too.
So will 2011 be a better year? Let us all hope and pray it is. In the
UK they have a Royal wedding to look forward to celebrating and let
me take the opportunity of wishing the young couple every happi-
ness in their future life together.
I do not see any major changes in surgery more a consolidation.
However we may see some huge breakthroughs in medicine espe-
cially in the ﬁeld of using stem cells.
This issue pleasesme immensely as 12 countries are represented.
The UK still leads the ﬁeld with 8 papers with the Indian subconti-
nent close behind with 6. Also we have an excellent mix of topics
with trauma, urology, endocrine surgery, breast and plastic surgery
with many studies looking at both risk factors and techniques. We
have published more articles in this issue than usual totaling 26.
Not surprisingly the paper from Pakistan (pp. 75-78) shows that
a formal training in trauma was beneﬁcial, whilst the excellent
review from the USA on advances in resuscitation strategies (pp.
5–12) draws our attention to the use of different intra-venous ﬂuids.
Endocrine papers on thyroid cancer from Saudi Arabia (pp. 96–
100), the excellent review from Germany on the rare parathyroid
cancer (pp. 13–19), and the routine use of vitamin D and calcium1743-9191/$ – see front matter  2010 Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf of Surgical A
doi:10.1016/j.ijsu.2010.11.015to general surgeons who, in many parts of the world, deal with
these problems. In some parts of the world breast and endocrine
surgery are paired together. The article on the Wise mammaplasty
(pp. 41–45), a retrospective study of 29 reconstructions in 25
patients, seems to carry a high complication rate, but would seem
to be very useful for managing patients with large breasts. We
are warned in another UK paper to beware of what might appear
to be a ﬁbro-adenoma in a post-menopausal woman (pp. 2–4),
whilst a third paper draws our attention to the benign condition
of pseudoangiomatous breast hyperplasia (pp. 20–22).
Adverse events in general surgery make us wonder about under
reporting whilst the American paper on pre-operative assessment
of cardiac risk and peri-operative cardiac management in non-
cardiac surgery (pp. 23–28) reminds us of the need for good
pre-operative assessment and raises the question of the use of
beta-blockers. Also on risks, let me draw attention to the retrospec-
tive study on risk factors predictive of severe diverticular disease
hemorrhage (pp. 83–85) from Canada. Surprisingly in their study,
aspirin and NSAIDs were non-predictive factors.
Urology are represented with a paper from Pakistan on the use
of multi-detector CT scans for staging renal cell carcinoma
(pp. 86–90) particularly with respect to renal vein and IVC involve-
ment, capsular involvement and nodal disease, and another from
India (pp. 68–71) which draws our attention to the use of the
TILE classiﬁcation of urethral strictures following pelvic fractures.
There are many papers on surgical technique and outcomes;
too many to comment on each one. The use of pneumatic litho-
tripsy for managing difﬁcult CBD calculi (pp. 59–62) and the
management of the rare condition of intussusception in adults
(pp. 91–95) I found fascinating.
I was especially interested to read the paper “Modelling the
carbon footprint of reﬂux control” (pp. 72–74) showing surgery
for this condition is justiﬁed ﬁnancially after 14 years and 5 years
earlier with respect to carbon emission. Finally, may I congratulate
the authors of the paper on “oesophagoplasty using previously
resected stomach” (pp. 36–38) who have rightfully restored this
procedure to the original Russian surgeon who ﬁrst used and
described it – A.A. Rusanov.
May I take this opportunity to once again thank all our contrib-
utors upon whom we rely but also to thank all our readers upon
whom we depend. May 2011 be a year of peace, economic revival
and health to all nations and speciﬁcally to all of you.
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